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The Mahomedan Governor of the town was
so powerful that he frequently revolted against
the Emperor of Gaur, and the revenue of the
place could not be recovered without sanguinary
skirmishes. This made the Emperor do away with
the Governorship, and lease the town and its
adjoining villages to two influential Kayastha
Chiefs, Hiranya and Govardhana. The condition
was that they should pay a revenue of 12 lakhs
of rupees a year, and the Emperor would not
Interfere with the internal administration of the
district. Under this new arrangement, the
annual income from the land alone rose to 20
a and lakhs, besides which the taxes

Govardhana.             ^     ^     expQrts   an(j      imports_
were a source of considerable additional income
to the brothers., Hiranya and Govardhana; so
that they held a very important position amongst
the aristocracy of Eastern India. I need
scarcely remind my readers that the value of
money was much higher in the 16th Century
than it is now.
Both Hiranya and Govardhana were well
versed in Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic, and their
court was a favourite resort of distinguished
scholars. In the c Sangit Madhava* a work by
Govinda Dasa5 the famous Vaisnava poet of the
16th Century, there is a line which says : *slf
you seek a really charitable man in Bengal where
can you find one greater than Govardhana and